
 

                The Evangelical Lutheran Church 

of the Holy Trinity 
Cocoa and Granada Avenues 

Hershey, Pennsylvania 17033 

         (717) 533-2467 

 

   Reformation Sunday 

                 Sunday, October 25, 2026  
                                               
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the 

love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ 

sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we 

pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

 

GATHERING                                                                     The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Music welcomes us, draws us into an attitude of prayer and praise, and sets a tone for worship that 

God is present. Let us prepare for Worship! 

 

GATHERING PRELUDE:   

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ...........................................................................................  Bradley Sowash 

The Truth Will Make You Free (Sanctuary Choir) ........................................................ Anne Krentz Organ 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

The congregation stands.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

☩All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the 

 earth. 

All: Amen. 

 

P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Compassionate God, 

All: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts. 

 Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 

 Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 

 to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 

 Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

P: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no 

 condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing 

 gift of grace. 

All: Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God .................................................................... ELW 504 
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GREETING 

 

 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 

 



 

4 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE: This is the Feast 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P: Let us pray… Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church 

in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, 

protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and 

bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

The congregation sits. 

 

WORD             God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live 

upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). 

The renewed covenant is possible only because the LORD will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our 

hope lies in a God who forgets. 
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31 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 

and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took 

them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their 

husband, says the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 

days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts, and I will be their 

God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another or say to each other, “Know 

the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD, for I will 

forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more. 

 

L: Word of God, word of life. 

All: Thanks be to God.   

 

Psalm 46 (Congregation sings the refrain and the bold verses.) 

 

Refrain:  

 
Verse: 

 
  1 God is our ref- | uge and strength, 

  a very present | help in trouble. 

 2 Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 

  and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 

 3 though its waters | rage and foam, 

  and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 

 4 There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 

  the holy habitation of | the Most High. 

 5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 

  God shall help it at the | break of day. 

 6 The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 

  God speaks, and the earth | melts away. R 

 7 The LORD of | hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 

 8 Come now, regard the works | of the LORD, 

  what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 

 9 behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 

  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire. 

 10 “Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 

  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.” 

 11 The LORD of | hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. R 
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SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28 

 

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No 

human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right 

relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that 

liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 

 
19 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth 

may be silenced and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For no human will be justified 

before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 

 

  21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is attested by the Law 

and the Prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 

there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified 

by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice 

of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because 

in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26 it was to demonstrate at the 

present time his own righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who has the faith of 

Jesus. 

 

  27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? That of works? No, rather 

through the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by 

the law. 

 

L: Word of God, word of life. 

All: Thanks be to God.    

 

The congregation stands. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia 

 

Refrain: 

 
 If you continue in my word, you are truly | my disciples,* and you will know the truth,  

 and the truth will | make you free. 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
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GOSPEL: John 8:31-36 

 

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth that 

sets people free from sin. 

 
31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33 They answered him, “We 

are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You 

will be made free’?” 

 

  34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave 

does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son makes 

you free, you will be free indeed.” 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation sits.  

 

SERMON 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

The congregation stands.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Founded on Faith ........................................................................................ASC 1048
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NICENE CREED 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The congregation sits.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

A:         Hear us O God, 

All:      Your mercy is great. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 

The presiding minister and the congregation greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

 

P:         The peace of Christ be with you always. 

All:      And also with you.   

 

MEAL  God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Thank you for your generous support of our ministry at Holy Trinity. While we are now 

passing offering plates during the service, you may still place your offering in the offering 

plates located at the entrance to the sanctuary or in the narthex.  Or, you may make your 

offering online by scanning the QR code..  

 

OFFERTORY HYMN:  

By Grace We Have Been Saved (Sanctuary Choir)  .............................. Jonathan Rundman/Nathan Houge 

     

The congregation stands.  

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER: 

       

A: Let us pray... God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings 

 are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 

 in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. 

All: Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE 
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PREFACE 

 

P: ….And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  

 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

 

P: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign… 

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

 until he comes.  

All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

 

P: Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered for us. And 

 believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share with us the great 

 and promised feast.  

All:   Amen. Come, Lord, Jesus.  

 

P: Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood may live to 

 the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

All:  Amen. Come Holy Spirit.  

 

P: Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite them with 

 the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. Through 

 him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty 

 Father, now and forever. 

All: Amen.  
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LORD'S PRAYER  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

        hallowed be thy name,   

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

        on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

    and forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

    and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

   forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

All:     Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation sits. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

COMMUNION MUSIC: That Priceless Grace ................................................................................ ELW 591 

   (Join in singing from the red ELW hymnal in the pew.) 

 

The congregation stands.  

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

All: Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

A: Let us pray . . . Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and 

 abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living 

 signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

All: Amen. 

 

SENDING  God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 

 

P: And now as you go from this place, go knowing that you are saved by grace. You are justified, 

 you are forgiven, you are sought out, beloved, hidden in Christ, and made for the glory of God. 

 You are known, you are never forsaken, you are held in the palm of God’s hand, you are loved. 

 May the peace and power of our God be with us until we gather again; in the name of the Father, 

 and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

All: Amen 

 

SENDING HYMN: The Church of Christ, in Every Age ................................................................. ELW 729
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DISMISSAL 

 

A:    Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE: Lord, Keep Us Steadfast ..................................................................................... Walter L. Pelz 

 

SERVING TODAY 

Presiding Minister:  ..................................................................................................... Rev. Susan E. Scott 

Director of Music Ministries/Organist: ..................................................................................... Alan Hair 

Assisting Minister:  ................................................................................................................ Donna Artley 

Reader:  ..................................................................................................................................Susan Bianchi 

Altar Guild:  ............................................................................. Laura Paul, Lucy Paul and Trish Foulkrod 

Communion Set-up:  ........................................................................................................ Mary Ann Curtin 

Communion Assistants: ....................................................................... JoEllen Myers and Charis Rossetti 

Communion Presenters: .................................................................................... Bev Bell and Barb Trump 

Crucifer:................................................................................................................................. Jamie Nielsen 

Bible Bearer:.................................................................................................................... Caroline Hancock    

Torch Bearers: ............................................................................................  Gabby Gniady and Lucy Paul 

Livestream Team:  ........................................................ Kirk Sponaugle, Jordan Paul, and Adam Gardner 

 
Copyright and Livestream Permission Acknowledgments 

 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #708310-A. All 

rights reserved. “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg 

Fortress, “Founded on Faith” text and music: Paul D. Weber © 2017 Paul D. Weber, admin. Augsburg Fortress, 

“That Priceless Grace” text: Emmanuel F. Y. Granston © 1999 Augsburg Fortress, “The Church of Christ, in 

Every Age” text: Fred Pratt Green © 1971 Hope Publishing Company, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” setting: 

Bradley Sowash © 2006 Augsburg Fortress, “The Truth Will Make You Free” arr.: Anne Krenz Organ © 2017 

Augsburg Fortress, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” setting: John Leavitt © 1992 Concordia Publishing, “By 

Grace We Have Been Saved” text and music: Jonathan Rundman © 2006 Jonathan Rundman and Salt Lady Music, 

admin. Augsburg Fortress, “The Church of Christ, in Every Age” arr.: Emily Maxson Porter © 2008 Augsburg 

Fortress, “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast” arr.: Walter L. Pelz © 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. All reprinted by 

permission under One License #708310-A. All rights reserved. Lectionary prayers reprinted from 

SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23434. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH TODAY 

 

Prayer Concerns: Joe Brittain (friend of the Dunham’s), Sharon Ellis (friend of the Dunham’s), Linda 

Goldhart (relative of the Bishops), Christine Hall, Ann Jonell (friend of the Dunham’s), Matthew 

Kulbacki, Larry Layman, Brian Lutz, Carol Miller, Jessica Noeske (Derek Dunham’s cousin), Edward 

Sellard, Josh Snyder (nephew of Linda Lubold), Kathy Spitler (cousin of Marilyn Layman) and Vicki 

Sponaugle. 

DAILY PRAYERS 

 

Michael Fox, Virginia Frank, Dean Huebner, Sharon Murray, Bob Warden (friend of Mary Ann Kelly), 

Vwawa Congregation of the Konde Diocese in Tanzania and all our Homebound members: Shirley 

Espenshade, Bill Fosnacht, Herb Huebner, Evadne Kopp, John and Ruth Knol, Carol Longenecker, Dennis 

Lubold, Chip Murray, Tookie (Delores) Peterson, Joyce Schroeder, Kay Smith, Susanne Wiest and Nila 

Wiley. 

 

Members of Armed Forces and their families: Evan Briggs, Marshal Fox, Michael Kristian, Riley 

Litman, and Tory Young. 

 

We invite you to pray for all on our prayer list. Please contact the office by email at htluth@comcast.net 

or leave a message on the office phone (717-533-2467) if you have any changes to the prayer list.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Thank you for joining us for worship today in-person and through livestreaming.  
 

All are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. We invite all people, as well as young 

children who are not yet receiving the Sacrament to come forward and receive a blessing. At Holy Trinity 

Lutheran Church, the Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated in accordance with the Holy Scriptures 

and the Lutheran Confessions. Thus, we believe that the Body and Blood of Christ are truly present in the 

bread and wine. At his table Christ grants us forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.  May your hearts be 

opened, and your lives made new by God’s gracious love. Please give your completed communion card 

to the usher during communion. 
 

Holy Communion distribution today: The usher will guide you down the center aisle. Prepackaged 

Communion elements with grape juice are available on the small table. If you prefer regular wine or non-

alcoholic wine, take a cup from the silver tray. Proceed to the Pastor to receive a wafer (ask the Pastor if 

you need a gluten free wafer option) or have the prepackaged elements blessed. Proceed to the rail where 

there will be an assistant with regular wine and an assistant with non-alcoholic wine. Stand or kneel as 

you are able and remain at the rail for as long as you desire.  
 

Consecrated Communion Elements are available for “Live Stream” worship at home. Please contact 

the church office at 717-533-2467 or by email at: htluth@comcast.net to arrange to pick up elements or 

have them delivered to your home. 
 

Children are always welcome in the worship space but if they need a break, the church nursery is 

available for parents and children during worship. A large screen monitor streams a live feed of the 

worship service each Sunday. The nursery is located on the sanctuary level, in the classroom wing. 
 

Office Hours The office will be open this week Monday thru Thursday, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. To contact the 

church: Phone Number: 717-533-2467, Email Address: htluth@comcast.net. Holy Trinity website: 

htluth.org. In case of emergency Pastor Susan may be reached through the church office, on her cell 

phone at 717-497-1013 or via her email address at: sscott@htluth.org. 

 

mailto:htluth@comcast.net
mailto:htluth@comcast.net
mailto:sscott@htluth.org
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Sunday School meets every Sunday from 9:00am-9:45am as follows: Children’s Sunday School for 

children pre-k thru 6th grade will meet in the Sunday School room (connected to the Fellowship Hall). An 

informational flyer with more details and registration forms are available in the church narthex. 

Affirmation of Baptism for Grades 7-8 will meet in the youth room and High School Bible Study for 

grades 9-12 will meet in room #1. Adult Discussion will meet in room #16. 
 

Pastor Susan will lead a Bible Study for youth and adults on the book of Jonah. We will meet on 

Wednesdays- October 28, November 4, 11 and 18 at 6:30 in the Youth Room. Please RSVP to Pr. Susan 

at sscott@htluth.org or 717-497-1013. 
 

We are looking for 3 candidates to add to church council for a three-year term starting in 2027.   We 

are also looking for 2 youth candidates as well.  The congregation needs to vote on these new candidates 

at the congregation meeting in November.  This is a good way to understand the business of the church 

and be involved in decision making. It’s the first full year with Pastor Susan leading our church. Please 

reach out to Rodney Gross or any other council members if you are interested or have questions. Thank 

you for your consideration. 
 

HTY Bowling is coming up FAST!! It is scheduled for next Sunday, November 1st from 3 - 5PM at 

Palmyra Bowling. This event is for ALL HTY and their friends!! The cost is only $12 per person, and 

this pays for unlimited games from 3-5pm and shoe rental. Meet at the bowling alley at 2:45pm. PLEASE 

bring exact cash change.  If you have any questions about this event, please talk to Peter Fox. 
 

The Faith in Action committee will have the Fall highway cleanup activity on Saturday, November 

7th.   We will meet at the church at 8:30 before starting the clean-up.   Please contact Rodney Gross if 

you can help for a few hours that morning.   The more hands we have the faster the work 

 

Holy Trinity’s Altar Guild will meet on Sunday, November 8, 2026, at 11:15 in the sanctuary. All are 

welcome to attend (the guild would welcome new members!) as the guild plans for Christmas.   
 

Dine at Arooga’s Grille House & Sports Bar Route 422 on Monday, November 9th and 15% of your 

guest check will be donated to Holy Trinity Youth. Please hand your voucher to your server or bartender 

to attach to your receipt to receive proper credit. Applicable toward dine-in or takeout orders, alcohol is 

not included. Digital vouchers are accepted. 15% donation not valid on specials.  
 

Clean Sheets Needed-The Holy Trinity quilters would appreciate the donation of clean, unstained, and 

hole free sheets for use on the underside of our quilts. We prefer full-, queen-, and king-sized sheets, but 

can use twin sheets as well. We can use both the flat and fitted sheets. There is a basket in the narthex to 

receive your donations. Thank you! 
 

Many thanks for your generous donations! We continuously express our thanks to all for your 

faithfulness and generosity in giving which allows us to continue to operate valuable ministries and pay 

for the ongoing bills at Holy Trinity. The Simply Giving program offers automatic withdrawals from your 

bank account or charges to a credit card; donated through our website (htluth.org) by clicking on the ‘Give 

Now” button; donated by downloading the Mobile App “GivePlus Church” (be sure to select Ev. Lutheran 

Church of the Holy Trinity). 

You are Welcome Here! 

 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church welcomes and affirms everyone seeking God’s love and grace, 

regardless of faith background, age, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, 

ability, size, class, immigration, or relationship status. We explicitly stand against hate and 

discrimination, as our Church community strives to continually grow and learn within the Body of 

Christ according to Christ’s teachings. We are committed to creating and maintaining a welcoming 

and safe environment for all people. 

mailto:sscott@htluth.org
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