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 Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

          Sunday, October 4, 2026, 10:00am  
                                               

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of Israel, the prophets’ 

mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood 

of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished 

with wine and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection. 

 

GATHERING                                                                   The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Let us prepare for Worship. 

 

GATHERING PRELUDE:   

RHOSYMEDRE (My Song Is Love Unknown) ............................................................ R. Vaughan Williams 

My Song Is Love Unknown .................................................................................................... J. Bert Carlson 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

The congregation stands.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

☩All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the 

 earth. 

All: Amen. 

 

P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Compassionate God, 

All: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts. 

 Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 

 Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 

 to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 

 Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

P: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no 

 condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing 

 gift of grace. 

All: Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: O God, Who Gives Us Life ..........................................................................ACS 1086 
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GREETING 

 

 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE: Glory be to God 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P: Let us pray… Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of 

your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

The congregation sits. 

 

WORD             God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7 

 

The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and Israel. In this 

song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s loving care, the vineyard that is Israel 

has brought forth “rotten grapes” of injustice and distress, when fine grapes of justice and 

righteousness were expected. 

 

 1 I will sing for my beloved 

  my love song concerning his vineyard: 

 My beloved had a vineyard 

  on a very fertile hill. 

 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones 

  and planted it with choice vines; 

 he built a watchtower in the midst of it 

  and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

 he expected it to yield grapes, 

  but it yielded rotten grapes. 

 

 3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 

  and people of Judah, 

 judge between me 

  and my vineyard. 

 4 What more was there to do for my vineyard 

  that I have not done in it? 

 When I expected it to yield grapes, 

  why did it yield rotten grapes? 

 

 5 And now I will tell you 

  what I will do to my vineyard. 

 I will remove its hedge, 

  and it shall be devoured; 

 I will break down its wall, 

  and it shall be trampled down. 

 6 I will make it a wasteland; 

  it shall not be pruned or hoed, 

  and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 

 I will also command the clouds 

  that they rain no rain upon it. 
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 7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 

  is the house of Israel, 

 and the people of Judah 

  are his cherished garden; 

 he expected justice 

  but saw bloodshed; 

 righteousness 

  but heard a cry! 

 

L: Word of God, word of life. 

All: Thanks be to God.   

 

Psalm 80:7-15 (Congregation sings the refrain and the Choir sings the verses.) 

 

Refrain:  

 
 

  Restore us, O God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
       You have brought a vine out of Egypt; 

  you cast out the nations and planted it. Refrain 

 

   You cleared the ground for it; 

   it took root and filled the land. 

   The mountains were covered by its shadow 

   and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. Refrain 

 

  You stretched out its tendrils to the sea 

   and its branches to the river. 

   Why have you broken down its wall, 

   so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? Refrain 

 

   The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, 

   and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 

   Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; behold and tend this vine; 

   preserve what your right hand has planted. Refrain 
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SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14 

 

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in comparison to the 

right relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The power of Christ’s resurrection 

motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ. 

 

[Paul writes:] 4b If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the 

eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to 

the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

  7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8 More than that, I 

regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake 

I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and 

be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes 

through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the 

power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11 if 

somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

 

  12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press on to lay hold of 

that for which Christ has laid hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I have laid hold 

of it, but one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 

ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 

L: Word of God, word of life. 

All: Thanks be to God.    

 

The congregation stands. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia 

 

Refrain: 

 
                Jesus says, I chose you and ap- | pointed you* to go and bear fruit | that will last. 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

 



 

9 

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46 

 
Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their plans will, 

ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture. 

 

[Jesus said:] 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence 

around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went 

away. 34 When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35 But 

the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other 

slaves, more than the first, and they treated them in the same way. 37 Then he sent his son to them, 

saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is 

the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39 So they seized him, threw him out of the 

vineyard, and killed him. 40 Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 

tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and lease the vineyard to 

other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 

  42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 

 ‘The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the cornerstone; 

 this was the Lord’s doing, 

  and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that 

produces its fruits. 44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone 

on whom it falls.” 

  45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking 

about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a 

prophet. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation sits.  

 

SERMON 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

The congregation stands.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Christ Is the Life ............................................................................................ACS 927

 
 

 

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 
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suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The congregation sits.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

A:         Hear us O God, 

All:      Your mercy is great. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 

The presiding minister and the congregation greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

 

P:         The peace of Christ be with you always. 

All:      And also with you.    

 

MEAL  God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Thank you for your generous support of our ministry at Holy Trinity. Offering can be placed 

in the Offering Plates at the entrance to worship or in the narthex. Or scan the QR Code.  

 

OFFERTORY HYMN: I Come with Joy  ................................................................. ELW 482 

                                  (Join in singing from the red ELW hymnal in the pew.) 

     

The congregation stands.  

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER: 

       

A: Let us pray... God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings 

 are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 

 in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. 

All: Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE 

 
 

PREFACE 

 

P: ….And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we  

           praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

P: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign… 

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

 until he comes.  

All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

 

P: Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered for us. And 

 believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share with us the great 

 and promised feast.  

All:   Amen. Come, Lord, Jesus.  

 

P: Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood may live to 

 the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

All:  Amen. Come Holy Spirit.  

 

P: Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite them with 

 the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. Through 

 him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty 

 Father, now and forever. 

All: Amen.  

 

LORD'S PRAYER  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

        hallowed be thy name,   

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

        on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

    and forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

    and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

   forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

All:     Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation sits. 
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LAMB OF GOD

 
 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC: God the Sculptor of the Mountains ........................................................... ELW 736 

   (Join in singing from the red ELW hymnal in the pew.) 

 

The congregation stands.  

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

All: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

A: Let us pray . . .  Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and 

 abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living 

 signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

All: Amen. 

 

SENDING  God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 

 

P: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 

All: Amen. 

P: The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the 

 Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

P: The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

All: Amen 
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SENDING HYMN: Thine the Amen ................................................................................................. ELW 826

 
 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

A:    Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE: Thine the Amen ....................................................................... Wayne L. Wold/Keith Kolander 
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SERVING TODAY 

Presiding Minister:  ..................................................................................................... Rev. Susan E. Scott 

Director of Music Ministries/Organist: ..................................................................................... Alan Hair 

Assisting Minister:  ................................................................................................................ Donna Artley 

Reader:  .................................................................................................................................. Jane Ebersole 

Altar Guild:  ...................................................................................................... Bobbie Brehm, Laura Paul 

Communion Set-up:  ............................................................................................................. Dottie Kieffer  

Communion Assistants: ........................................................................... Mark Mariano and Kendra Ruhl 

Communion Presenters: .......................................................................... Mark Mariano and Kendra Ruhl 

Acolytes: ........................................................................................... Maddy Gniady and Caroline Hancock 

Livestream Team:  ........................................................ Kirk Sponaugle, Jordan Paul, and Adam Gardner 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH TODAY 

 

Prayer Concerns: Joe Brittain (friend of the Dunham’s), Sharon Ellis (friend of the Dunham’s), Linda 

Goldhart (relative of the Bishops), Christine Hall, Andrea Hospodar, Ann Jonell (friend of the Dunham’s), 

Matthew Kulbacki, Brian Lutz, Carol Miller, Jessica Noeske (Derek Dunham’s cousin), Geri Phillips 

(Sister-in-Law of Sherry Welty), Chris Ruff, Edward Sellard, Josh Snyder (nephew of Linda Lubold), 

Kathy Spitler (cousin of Marilyn Layman) and Vicki Sponaugle. 

  

DAILY PRAYERS 

 

Michael Fox, Virginia Frank, Dean Huebner, Sharon Murray, Bob Warden (friend of Mary Ann Kelly), 

Vwawa Congregation of the Konde Diocese in Tanzania and all our Homebound members: Shirley 

Espenshade, Bill Fosnacht, Herb Huebner, Evadne Kopp, John and Ruth Knol, Carol Longenecker, Dennis 

Lubold, Chip Murray, Tookie (Delores) Peterson, Joyce Schroeder, Kay Smith, Susanne Wiest and Nila 

Wiley. 

 

Members of Armed Forces and their families: Evan Briggs, Marshal Fox, Michael Kristian, Riley 

Litman, and Tory Young. 

 

We invite you to pray for all on our prayer list. Please contact the office by email at htluth@comcast.net 

or leave a message on the office phone (717-533-2467) if you have any changes to the prayer list.  

 

Copyright and Livestream Permission Acknowledgments 

 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license 

#708310-A. All rights reserved. “O God, Who Gives Us Life” text: Carl P. Daw © 1990 Hope Publishing 

Company, “Christ Is the Life” text: Susan Palo Cherwien © 1989 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg 

Fortress, music: Kenneth Naylor © Oxford University Press, “Thine the Amen” text: Herbert F. 

Brokering and music: Carl F. Schalk © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House, “I Come with Joy” text: Brian 

A. Wren © 1971, rev. 1985 Hope Publishing Company, “God the Sculptor of the Mountains” text: John 

Thornburg © 1983 John Thornburg, music: Amanda Husberg © 1996 Abingdon Press, admin., The 

Copyright Company, “ My Song Is Love Unknown” Setting: J. Bert Carlson © 2013 Augsburg Fortress, 

“Thine the Amen” arr: Intro 1, Acc, Wayne L. Wold © 2009 Augsburg Fortress, Intro. 2, Keith Kolander 

© 1998 Augsburg Fortress. All reprinted by permission under One License #708310-A. All rights 

reserved. Lectionary prayers reprinted from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2019 Augsburg 

Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#23434. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission.  All 

rights reserved. 

mailto:htluth@comcast.net

	First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7
	L: Word of God, word of life. All: Thanks be to God.
	Psalm 80:7-15 (Congregation sings the refrain and the Choir sings the verses.)
	Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14
	Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46
	Sermon
	Hymn of the Day: Christ Is the Life ACS 927
	Apostles’ Creed
	Prayers of Intercession
	A:         Hear us O God,
	All:      Your mercy is great.
	Great Thanksgiving Dialogue
	Preface
	Holy, Holy, Holy
	Eucharistic Prayer
	Lord's Prayer
	Our Father, who art in heaven,          hallowed be thy name,
	thy kingdom come, thy will be done,          on earth as it is in heaven.
	Give us this day our daily bread;      and forgive us our trespasses,      as we forgive those who trespass against us;      and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,     foreve...
	Invitation to Communion
	Prayer after Communion
	Sending Hymn: Thine the Amen ELW 826
	Dismissal

