The Evangelical Lutheran Church
of the Holy Trinity

Cocoa and Granada Avenues
Hershey, Pennsylvania 17033
(717) 533-2467

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 27, 2026

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of God. In the
reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and
new life. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests of others above our
own. Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.

GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Let us prepare for Worship.

GATHERING PRELUDE:
O God, My FAitRful GO ...........cccoueeiiiiieiiieieee ettt ettt David P. Dahl
To You, O Lord - Psalm 25 (Sanctuary CROIF) ........c..coeceeeecueeeeiieeeeiieeeiieeeieeesiee e Thomas Keesecker

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
The congregation stands.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Tt All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the
earth.

All:  Amen.

P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Compassionate God,

All:  we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts.
Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love
to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

P: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through *F Jesus Christ, in whom there is no
condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing
gift of grace.

All:  Amen.
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: ABBOT'S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991
Text © 1979 Hope Publishing Company.
Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
All:  And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray... God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
All:  Amen.

The congregation sits.

WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were and did, or
who think they cannot reverse their own previous behavior. God insistently invites people to turn and
live.

' The word of the LORD came to me: > What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land
of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? > As I live, says
the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. * Know that all lives are mine; the life
of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die.

2> Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it
not your ways that are unfair? > When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit
iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed, they shall die. ?’ Again, when the
wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall
save their life. 2® Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had
committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 2° Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord
is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the
Lord Gob. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. *! Cast
away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new
heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? * For I have no pleasure in the death of
anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live.

L: Word of God, word of life.
All:  Thanks be to God.



Psalm 25:1-9 (Congregation sings the refrain and bold verses)

Refrain:
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Re - mem - ber, O LorRD your com - pas-sion and love.
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'To I you, O LORD,
I lift  up my soul.
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph | over me.
3 Let none who look to you be | put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.
*Show me your | ways, O LORD,
and teach | me your paths. R
3 Lead me in your ! truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long.
¢ Remember, O LORD, your compas- ! sion and love,
for they are from ! everlasting.
7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- | ness, O LORD.
8 You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners ! in your way.
?You lead the low- ! ly in justice
and teach the low- ! ly your way. R

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn that extols
the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the
essential perspective we share as the foundation for Christian accord.

UIf, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the Spirit, any
tender affection and sympathy, > make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love,
being in full accord and of one mind. * Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in
humility regard others as better than yourselves. * Let each of you look not to your own interests but to
the interests of others. > Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
6 who, though he existed in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be grasped,
"but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
assuming human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a human,
$he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—



even death on a cross.
? Therefore God exalted him even more highly
and gave him the name
that is above every other name,
1950 that at the name given to Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
Tand every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence but much
more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear and trembling, '* for it is God who is at

work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

L: Word of God, word of life.
All:  Thanks be to God.

The congregation stands.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia

Refrain:
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My sheep hear my voice, ! says the Lord;* I know them and they ! follow me.

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
All:  Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His authority is
questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple.

23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was
teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this

authority?” >* Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will
also tell you by what authority I do these things. 2° Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it
of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to us,
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‘Why, then, did you not believe him?” 2 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd,
for all regard John as a prophet.” 2’ So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them,
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.

28 «What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the
vineyard today.’ 2° He answered, ‘I will not,” but later he changed his mind and went. 3° The father went
to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,” but he did not go. *! Which of the two did
the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and
the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 3> For John came to you in the way of
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and

even after you saw it you did not change your minds and believe him.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

All:
The congregation sits.

SERMON

Silence is kept for reflection.

The congregation stands.

Praise to you, O Christ.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The congregation sits.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A: Hear us O God,
All:  Your mercy is great.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE
The presiding minister and the congregation greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
All:  And also with you.

MEAL God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERTORY HYMN: Strengthen for Service, LOrd ...........ccccueeeceeeecrieieiieeeennenns
(Join in singing from the red ELW hymnal in the pew.)

The congregation stands.

OFFERTORY PRAYER:

A: Let us pray... God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings
are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.

All:  Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
P: ....And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we

praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HoLYy, HoLY, HOLY

0 4
A . .
Y 4V ] I ] | I
{an . ! - ! ! — P R ni—
Sp——— 11 o !
 Fa e Lo A
Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - 1ly Lord, God of
n “ ] i |
A I : | . : i o
 (an 7.5 | ! ! p
i v e "
pow-er and might, heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho -
0 4
| [
G—— = =
san-na in  the high-est. Blessed is he  who comes in the
_Q_gn : i - i i i
» o L -
J
name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign...
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.

All:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered for us. And
believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share with us the great
and promised feast.

All:  Amen. Come, Lord, Jesus.

P: Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood may live to
the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.

All:  Amen. Come Holy Spirit.

P: Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite them with
the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. Through
him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty
Father, now and forever.

All:  Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!
All:  Thanks be to God.

The congregation sits.

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION MUSIC: O BleSSEd SPFING.....c.oouiviiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeieeesieese ettt ELW 447

(Join in singing from the red ELW hymnal in the pew.)

The congregation stands.

COMMUNION BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
All:  Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

ELW 538

A: Let us pray . .. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and
abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living
signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

All:  Amen.

SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

P: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.

All:  Amen.

P: The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the
Spirit.

All:  Amen.

P: The God of grace *F bless you now and forever.

All: Amen

SENDING HYMN: The Lord Now Sends US FOTth...........cccccoueeeuiieciiieeiiieeieeeee e
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DISMISSAL

A: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
All: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: The Lord Now Sends US FOFth.............cccouceeeceeiieeiieniieiieeeieeeieeeie e Anne Krentz Organ

IN THE CHURCH TODAY

The bulletin is given in loving memory of our sister, Brenda Stone, by Betsy and Bruce Hancock.

SERVING TODAY
Presiding MINISTET: .........ccccooiiiiiiiiiieiiiie e e et e e e e e e e sebr e e e e nnaeeeeennes Rev. Susan E. Scott
Director of Music Ministries/Orgamist: ................ccoooiieiiieiiiniiiiiieee e Alan Hair
ASSIStING MINISTET: .....ooiiiiiiiiiiee e et e e ste e e tae e e taeeestaeesssaeeesseeessseeeenseens Chip Haak
REAUEL: ... ettt e e et et e e et e e e areeeaaeas Susan Bianchi
ATRAEr GUILA: ..ot aesasa e sasasesssssssssssssssrssesnsnnnnes Laurena Fox
ComMUDNION S -UP: ...ooooiiiiiiiiiiie ettt eee et et e e e re e e tteesbteesbteessbeeessseeessseeenssees Lynn Budgeon
Communion ASSIStants:....................oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e, Charis Rossetti and Lisa Buettner
Communion Presenters: .................cooooviiiiiiiiiiiiceie e Charis Rossetti and Lisa Buettner
Livestream Team: ................cccccoeoiviiiiiiiiieeeeeeecnee, Kirk Sponaugle, Jordan Paul, and Adam Gardner

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH TODAY

Prayer Concerns: Joe Brittain (friend of the Dunham’s), Sharon Ellis (friend of the Dunham’s), Linda
Goldhart (relative of the Bishops), Christine Hall, Andrea Hospodar, Ann Jonell (friend of the Dunham’s),
Matthew Kulbacki, Brian Lutz, Carol Miller, Jessica Noeske (Derek Dunham’s cousin), Geri Phillips
(Sister-in-Law of Sherry Welty), Chris Ruff, Edward Sellard, Josh Snyder (nephew of Linda Lubold),
Kathy Spitler (cousin of Marilyn Layman), Vicki Sponaugle, Carolyn Underkoffler (Vicki Sponaugle’s
Aunt).

DAILY PRAYERS

Michael Fox, Virginia Frank, Dean Huebner, Sharon Murray, Bob Warden (friend of Mary Ann Kelly),
Vwawa Congregation of the Konde Diocese in Tanzania and all our Homebound members: Shirley
Espenshade, Bill Fosnacht, Herb Huebner, Evadne Kopp, John and Ruth Knol, Carol Longenecker, Dennis
Lubold, Chip Murray, Tookie (Delores) Peterson, Joyce Schroeder, Kay Smith, Susanne Wiest and Nila
Wiley.

Members of Armed Forces and their families: Evan Briggs, Marshal Fox, Michael Kristian, Riley
Litman, and Tory Young.

We invite you to pray for all on our prayer list. Please contact the office by email at htluth@comcast.net
or leave a message on the office phone (717-533-2467) if you have any changes to the prayer list.
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#708310-A. All rights reserved. “Lord of Light” text: Howell E. Lewis © Union of Welsh Independence,
music: Cyril V. Taylor © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, “All Who Love and Serve Your City”” music:
Paul D. Weber © 2006 Augsburg Fortress, “ Will You Let Me Be Your Servant” text and music: Richard
Gillard © 1977 Scripture In Song, admin. Integrity Music, “Voices Raised to You” text: Herman G.
Stuempfle Jr. © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc., music: Carolyn Jennings © 1996 Carolyn Jennings, “Voices
Raised to You” setting: Nancy Raabe © 2012 Augsburg Fortress, “A Vineyard Grows” setting: K. Lee
Scott © 1995 Morningstar Music Publishers, “Lord of Light” arr.: Benjamin M. Culli © 2007 Hope
Publishing Co., “All Who Love and Serve Your City” arr.: David M. Cherwien © 2008 Augsburg
Fortress, “Strengthen for Service, Lord” music: Robert A. Hobby © 2006 Augsburg Fortress, “Voices
Raised to You” arr.: Robert Buckley Farlee © 2000 Augsburg Fortress, “Jubilate” music: Gordon Young
© 1984 Theodore Presser Company. All reprinted by permission under One License #708310-A. All rights
reserved. Lectionary prayers reprinted from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2019 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#23434. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved.

You are Welcome Here!

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church welcomes and affirms everyone seeking God’s love and grace,
regardless of faith background, age, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression,
ability, size, class, immigration, or relationship status. We explicitly stand against hate and
discrimination, as our Church community strives to continually grow and learn within the Body of
Christ according to Christ’s teachings. We are committed to creating and maintaining a welcoming
and safe environment for all people.
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