
 

                         The Evangelical Lutheran Church 

of the Holy Trinity 
Cocoa and Granada Avenues 

Hershey, Pennsylvania 17033 

         (717) 533-2467 

        Sunday, May 31, 2026 

                                              The Holy Trinity 
 

Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes the apostolic 

greeting that begins the liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. In the gospel Jesus sends his disciples forth to baptize in the name of 

the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. More than a doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of our 

faith: we have experienced the God of creation made known in Jesus Christ and with us always through 

the Holy Spirit. We celebrate the mystery of the Holy Trinity in word and sacrament, as we profess the 

creed, and as we are sent into the world to bear witness to our faith. 

 

GATHERING                                                                   The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Let us prepare for Worship. 

 

GATHERING PRELUDE:   

Rejoice and Sing (Sanctuary Choir) .................................................................. Trilby Jordan/Albert Zabel 

Holy, Holy, Holy .................................................................................................................... Gina Sprunger  

                                   (Jordan Paul, French Horn; Adam Gardner, Trombone) 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

The congregation stands.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

☩All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

 hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

 perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 

 

A brief silence is kept. 

 

P: Gracious God, 

All: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 

 power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our 

 sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 
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 again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of 

 life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 

 us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 

 therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

 the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God Almighty! ........................................................ ELW 413 

Follow the cross as the procession passes by.  
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GREETING 

 

 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE: This is the Feast 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P: Let us pray…Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-

One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us 

in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

The congregation sits. 

 

WORD             God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1—2:4a 

 

At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God the life-giving Spirit form 

the earth and all its inhabitants. God sees that all this created work is good and then rests on the 

seventh day. 

 
1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, and darkness 

covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, 

“Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good, and God separated the 

light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was 

evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 

  6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from 

the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters 

that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there 

was morning, the second day. 

 

  9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry 

land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together 

he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: 

plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was 

so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind 

bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was 

morning, the third day. 

 

  14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let 

them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of the sky 

to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule 

the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to 

give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the 

darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth 

day. 

 

  20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the 

earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that 

moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw 

that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, 

and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 
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  24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things 

and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth of 

every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And 

God saw that it was good. 

 

  26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild 

animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

 27 So God created humans in his image, 

  in the image of God he created them; 

  male and female he created them. 

 
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and 

have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that 

moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the 

face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every 

beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that 

has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that 

he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

 

  2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On the sixth day God 

finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had 

done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that 

he had done in creation. 

 

  4a These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 

 

L: Word of God, word of life. 

All: Thanks be to God.    

  

Psalm 8 (Congregation sings the refrain and bold verses) 

 

Refrain:

 
Verse: 

 
 1 O | LORD our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!— 

 2 you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of in- | fants and children; 

  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe | and avenger. R 

 3 When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers, 

  the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 

 4 what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them, 

  human beings that you should | care for them? R 
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 5 Yet you have made them little less | than divine; 

  with glory and hon- | or you crown them. 

 6 You have made them rule over the works | of your hands; 

  you have put all things un- | der their feet: 

 7 all | flocks and cattle, 

  even the wild beasts | of the field, 

 8 the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea, 

  and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea. 

 9 O | LORD our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in | all the earth! R 

 

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

 

Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian fellowship grounded in 

the triune harmony of Christ’s grace, God’s love, and the Spirit’s partnership. 

 

[Paul writes:] 11 Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my appeal; agree with one 

another; live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy 

kiss. All the saints greet you. 

 

  13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

all of you. 

 

L: Word of God, word of life. 

All: Thanks be to God.    

 

The congregation stands.  

 

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Holy, Holy, Holy ............................................................................... ELW  473 

 

Refrain: 
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Verse: 

 
           Holy, holy, holy is the | LORD of hosts;* God’s glory fills | the whole earth. (Isaiah 6:3) 

          Repeat refrain. 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 28:16-20 

 

After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and commissions them to baptize and 

teach all nations in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 When 

they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority 

in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 20 and teaching them to obey 

everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation sits.  

 

SERMON 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

The congregation stands.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Come, Join the Dance of Trinity ................................................................. ELW 412
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The congregation sits.  

 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

 

A: Michelle, Vincent and Rebecca Allen come to us from St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in 

 Middletown. Gloria Thompson comes to us from St. Francis of Assisi Roman Catholic Church. 

 They desire to unite with us in our ministry and mission.  

 

P: Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you Michelle, Vincent, Rebecca and Gloria, whom you 

 have made your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, 

 enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith. 

 Uphold your servants  in the gifts and promises of baptism and unite the hearts of all whom you 

 have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. 

All: Amen. 

 

P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 

 Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

R: I renounce them. 

 

P: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

R: I renounce them. 

 

P: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

R: I renounce them. 

 

P: Do you believe in God the Father? 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 

 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

All: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
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  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

All: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. 

 

P: You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God 

 made with you in holy baptism: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God 

 and share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and 

 deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all 

 the earth? 

R: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

 

P: People of God, do you promise to support Jason, Sarah and Caroline and pray for them in their 

 life in Christ? 

All: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

 

P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new 

 birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy 

 Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 

 knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

A: We welcome you into the life of baptism, as we seek together to live out our faith and to 

 proclaim the gospel of Christ to all people.  

All: Thanks be to God.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

P:         God of Grace, 

All:      hear our prayer.  

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 

The presiding minister and the congregation greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

 

P:         The peace of Christ be with you always. 

All:      And also with you.    
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MEAL  God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Thank you for your generous support of our ministry at Holy Trinity. Offering can be placed in the 

Offering Plates at the entrance to worship or in the narthex.   

 

OFFERTORY HYMN: O God in Heaven ........................................................................................ ELW 748 

                                  (Join in singing from the red ELW hymnal in the pew.) 

     

The congregation stands.  

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER: 

       

A: Let us pray . . .  Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in 

 you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in 

 the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE  

 
PREFACE 

 

P: ….And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we  

           praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD'S PRAYER  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

        hallowed be thy name,   

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

        on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

    and forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

    and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

   forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

P: Heaven has come near. Come share the feast. 

All:     Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation sits. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

COMMUNION SONG: Taste and See .............................................................................................. ELW 493 

                                    (Join in singing from the red ELW hymnal in the pew) 

 

The congregation stands.  

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

All: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

A: Let us pray . . .  Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled 

 with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your 

 love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 

 nourishing us now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

SENDING  God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

 

BLESSING 

 

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit bless you and raise you to newness of life, now 

 and forever. 

All: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN: Holy God, We Praise Your Name  .................................................................... ELW 414 

Follow the cross as the procession passes by.  
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DISMISSAL 

 

A:    Heaven has come near. Go. Share the good news! 

All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE: Holy God, We Praise Your Name .................................................................. Robert A. Hobby 

 

FLOWERS AND BULLETIN IN THE CHURCH 

 

The bulletin is given in celebration of Stephanie Gross’ “milestone” birthday by Rodney Gross. 

 

SERVING TODAY 

Presiding Minister:  ................................................................................................. Rev. Pamela J. Carnes 

Director of Music Ministries/Organist: ..................................................................................... Alan Hair 

Assisting Minister:  .................................................................................................................... Chip Haak 

Reader:  ................................................................................................................................ Steve Cameron 

Communion Assistants: ........................................................................ Rodney Gross and Charis Rossetti 

Crucifer:.......................................................................................................................... Anderson Rossetti 

Torchbearers: ............................................................................................. Maddy Gniady and Grace Paul 

Livestream Team:  ........................................................ Kirk Sponaugle, Jordan Paul, and Adam Gardner 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, When You walked upon this earth, You healed the sick, gave sight to 

the blind, caused the lame to walk, and raised the dead. Now we come to You on behalf 

of those who are in need today and pray that You would send them Your healing power. 

Hear our prayer for Your name’s sake.  Amen. 
 

                             PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH TODAY 
 

Prayer Concerns: Carole Bowman, Barbara Ehrhart, David Ehrhart, Sharon Ellis (friend of the 

Dunham’s), Roger Fletcher (friend of the Knols), Bill Fosnacht, Michael Fox, Herb Huebner, Father 

Michael Hutsko, Ann Jonell (friend of the Dunham’s), Matthew Kulbacki, Carol Miller, Jessica Noeske 

(Derek Dunham’s cousin), Chris Ruff, Edward Sellard, Kay Smith and  Pastor Frank Terhune. 
 

DAILY PRAYERS 
 

Virginia Frank, Dean Huebner, Evadne Kopp, Dennis Lubold, Chip Murray, Sharon Murray, George 

Trump, Bob Warden (friend of Mary Ann Kelly), Vwawa Congregation of the Konde Diocese in Tanzania 

and all our Homebound members. 
 

Members of Armed Forces and their families: Evan Briggs, Marshal Fox, Michael Kristian, Riley 

Litman, and Tory Young. 
 

We invite you to pray for all on our prayer list. Please contact the office by email at htluth@comcast.net 

or leave a message on the office phone (717-533-2467) if you have any changes to the prayer list.  

 

You are Welcome Here! 

 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church welcomes and affirms everyone seeking God’s love and grace, 

regardless of faith background, age, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, 

ability, size, class, immigration, or relationship status. We explicitly stand against hate and 

discrimination, as our Church community strives to continually grow and learn within the Body of 

Christ according to Christ’s teachings. We are committed to creating and maintaining a welcoming 

and safe environment for all people. 

mailto:htluth@comcast.net

