
 The Evangelical Lutheran Church 

of the Holy Trinity 
Cocoa and Granada Avenues 

Hershey, Pennsylvania 17033 

         (717) 533-2467 

 
    

      

              The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
                  Sunday, April 26, 2026  

 
   

Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the sheep in today’s 

gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our heads with oil and guides us 

beside the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence 

and war. We go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God’s tender care to all creation. 

 

GATHERING                                                                   The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Let us prepare for Worship. 

 

GATHERING PRELUDE: 

Our Paschal Lamb, That Sets Us Free (Sanctuary Choir) ............... Martin H. Franzmann/Richard Prolux 

Have No Fear, Little Flock ............................................................................................. Michael Burkhardt 

                                                                        

P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen!  

All: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

 

P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb. Let us give thanks for 

 the gifts of baptism. Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You 

 lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, 

 roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you. 

All: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

P: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you 

 thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and 

 sorrow. Blessed are you. 

All: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
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P Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that divide 

 us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 

All: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation. 

 We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN: All People That On Earth Do Dwell  .......................................................... ELW 883 

 

Follow the cross as the procession passes by.  
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GREETING 

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be    

with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE: This is the Feast 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P: Let us pray… O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through 

the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the 

joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

The congregation sits.  
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WORD             God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 34:7-15 

 
7 Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: 8 As I live, says the Lord GOD, because my sheep 

have become a prey and my sheep have become food for all the wild animals, since there was no 

shepherd, and because my shepherds have not searched for my sheep, but the shepherds have fed 

themselves and have not fed my sheep, 9 therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: 10 Thus 

says the Lord GOD: I am against the shepherds, and I will hold them accountable for my sheep and put a 

stop to their feeding the sheep; no longer shall the shepherds feed themselves. I will rescue my sheep 

from their mouths, so that they may not be food for them. 

 

  11 For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep and will sort them out. 12 As 

shepherds sort out their flocks when they are among scattered sheep, so I will sort out my sheep. I will 

rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick 

darkness. 13 I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries and bring them 

into their own land, and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the 

inhabited parts of the land. 14 I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall 

be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the 

mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says 

the Lord GOD. 

 
L:  Word of God. Word of Life. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 23 (Congregation sings the refrain and bold verses) 

 

Refrain: 

 
Verse: 

 
 1 The LORD | is my shepherd; 

  I shall not | be in want. 

 2 The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 

  and leads me be- | side still waters. 

 3 You restore my | soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 

 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R 

 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 

 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R 
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SECOND READING: Peter 2:19-25 

 

Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, hardships, rejection, 

or even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for our path of endurance and loyalty to God, 

particularly amid adversity. 

 
19 It is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while suffering unjustly. 20 If 

you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do 

good and suffer for it, this is a commendable thing before God. 21 For to this you have been called, 

because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 

 22 “He committed no sin, 

  and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 

 
23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but he entrusted 

himself to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, having 

died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were 

going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

 
L:  Word of God. Word of Life. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia 

 

Refrain: 

 
Verse: 

 
 Jesus says, I am | the good shepherd.* I know my own and my | own know me. Alleluia.. 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL: John 10:1-11 

 

Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership. Those 

who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life. 
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  1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another 

way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The 

gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and 

leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him 

because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they 

do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not 

understand what he was saying to them. 

  7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came 

before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters 

by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and 

kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 

  11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation sits.  

 

SERMON  

 

Silence for reflection. 

 

The congregation stands. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Have No Fear, Little Flock ......................................................................... ELW 764     

  



9 

 

 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

 

P: Jason, Sarah and Caroline come to us from Trinity Lutheran Church in Camp Hill and desire to 

 unite with us in our ministry and mission.  

 

P: Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for Jason, Sarah and Caroline, whom you have made 

 your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened them 

 with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants 

 in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new 

 birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. 

All: Amen. 

 

P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 

 Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

R: I renounce them. 

 

P: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

R: I renounce them. 

 

P: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

R: I renounce them. 

 

P: Do you believe in God the Father? 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 

 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

All: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

All: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. 

 

P: You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God 

 made with you in holy baptism: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God 

 and share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and 
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 deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all 

 the earth? 

R: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

 

P: People of God, do you promise to support Jason, Sarah and Caroline and pray for them in their 

 life in Christ? 

All: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

 

P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new 

 birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy 

 Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 

 knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

A: We welcome you into the life of baptism, as we seek together to live out our faith and to 

 proclaim the gospel of Christ to all people.  

All: Thanks be to God.  

 

The congregation sits. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

P: Merciful God,  

All: receive our prayer. 

 

SHARING OF PEACE 

 

The presiding minister and the congregation greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

 

P:         The peace of Christ be with you always. 

All:      And also with you.    

 

MEAL  God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Thank you for your generous support of our ministry at Holy Trinity. Offering can be placed in the 

Offering Plate at the entrance to worship or in the Offering Box on the table with the bulletins.   

 

OFFERTORY HYMN: Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands (verses 4 and 5) ....................... ELW 370 

                                (Join in singing from the red ELW hymnal in the pew.) 

 

The congregation stands. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER: 

       

A: Let us pray . . .  Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 

 You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no 

 more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us 

 and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, 

All: Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE 

 

P: ….And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

 

LORD'S PRAYER  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

        hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

        on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

    and forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

    and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

   forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

The congregation sits. 

 

LAMB OF GOD  

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN: You Satisfy the Hungry Heart .................................................................... ELW 484 

   (Join in singing from the red ELW hymnal in the pew.) 

 

The congregation stands. 
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COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen and preserve you in eternal life. 

All: Amen. 

 

SENDING  God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

A: Let us pray…Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making 

 all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring 

 your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 

All: Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

 

P:  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit bless you and raise you to newness of life, now and 

 forever.  

All: Amen.  

 

SENDING HYMN: Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing  ................................................................. ELW 544 

 

Follow the cross as the procession passes by. 
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DISMISSAL  

 

A: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 

All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE: Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing ......................................................................... Dale Wood 

 

IN THE CHURCH TODAY 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory of Herb Brooks by Deb Brooks.  

 

SERVING TODAY 

Presiding Minister:  ................................................................................................. Rev. Pamela J. Carnes 

Director of Music Ministries/Organist: ..................................................................................... Alan Hair 

Assisting Minister:  ................................................................................................................... John Smith 

Reader:  ..................................................................................................................................Susan Bianchi 

Communion Assistants: ............................................................................ Lisa Buettner and Jonice Storer 

Crucifer:.................................................................................................................................. Tess Mariano 

Torchbearers: .................................................................................................. Malory Fox and Grace Paul 

Livestream Team:  ........................................................ Kirk Sponaugle, Jordan Paul, and Adam Gardner 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, When You walked upon this earth, You healed the sick, gave sight to 

the blind, caused the lame to walk, and raised the dead. Now we come to You on behalf 

of those who are in need today and pray that You would send them Your healing power. 

Hear our prayer for Your name’s sake.  Amen. 
 

                             PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH TODAY 
 

Prayer Concerns: Shirley Eckhard, Barbara Ehrhart, David Ehrhart, Sharon Ellis (friend of the 

Dunham’s), Roger Fletcher (friend of the Knols), Bill Fosnacht, Herb Huebner, Father Michael Hutsko, 

Ann Jonell (friend of the Dunham’s), Evadne Kopp, Matthew Kulbacki, Penny Lutz, Chip Murray, Sharon 

Murray, Jessica Noeske (Derek Dunham’s cousin), Chris Ruff, Edward Sellard, Kay Smith, Maripat 

Smith, and Pastor Frank Terhune. 

DAILY PRAYERS 
 

Virginia Frank, Dean Huebner, Dennis Lubold, Brenda Stone (sister of Beth Hancock), George Trump, 

Bob Warden (friend of Mary Ann Kelly), Vwawa Congregation of the Konde Diocese in Tanzania and all 

of our Homebound members. 
 

Members of Armed Forces and their families: Evan Briggs, Marshal Fox, Michael Kristian, Riley 

Litman, Tory Young 
 

We invite you to pray for all on our prayer list. Please contact the office by email at htluth@comcast.net 

or leave a message on the office phone (717-533-2467) if you have any changes to the prayer list.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Thank you for joining us for worship today in-person and through livestreaming.  
 

All are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. We invite all people, as well as young 

children who are not yet receiving the Sacrament to come forward and receive a blessing. At Holy Trinity 

Lutheran Church, the Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated in accordance with the Holy Scriptures 

mailto:htluth@comcast.net
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and the Lutheran Confessions. Thus, we believe that the Body and Blood of Christ are truly present in the 

bread and wine. At his table Christ grants us forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.  May your hearts be 

opened, and your lives made new by God’s gracious love. Please give your completed communion card 

to the usher during communion. 
 

Holy Communion distribution today: The usher will guide you down the center aisle. Prepackaged 

Communion elements with grape juice are available on the small table. If you prefer regular wine or non-

alcoholic wine, take a cup from the silver tray. Proceed to the Pastor to receive a wafer (ask the Pastor if 

you need a gluten free wafer option) or have the prepackaged elements blessed. Proceed to the rail where 

there will be an assistant with regular wine and an assistant with non-alcoholic wine. Stand or kneel as 

you are able and remain at the rail for as long as you desire.  
 

Consecrated Communion Elements are available for “Live Stream” worship at home. Please contact 

the church office at 717-533-2467 or by email at htluth@comcast.net to arrange to pick up elements or 

have them delivered to your home. 

 

Children are always welcome in the worship space but if they need a break, the church nursery is 

available for parents and children during worship. A large screen monitor in the nursery streams a live 

feed of the worship service each Sunday. The nursery is located on the sanctuary level, in the classroom 

wing, down the hall from the restroom. 

 

 Office Hours The office will be open this week Monday thru Thursday, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. To contact the 

church: Phone Number: 717-533-2467, Email Address: htluth@comcast.net; Holy Trinity website: 

htluth.org. In case of emergency Pastor Carnes may be reached through the church office, on her cell 

phone at 717-592-8690 or via her email address at: pstpammy@verizon.net. 
 

Sunday School meets every Sunday from 9:00am-9:45am as follows: Children’s Sunday School for 

children pre-k thru 4th grade will meet in the Sunday School room (connected to the Fellowship Hall). 

Sunday School for grades 5-6 will meet in the art studio, Affirmation of Baptism for Grades 7-8 will 

meet in the youth room and High School Bible Study for grades 9-12 will meet in room #1. Adult 

Discussion will meet in room #16.  

 

Please help us stay up to date by calling or emailing the church office to let us know if you or a loved 

one would like to be on the weekly prayer list (or taken off), if a loved one is in the hospital or if someone 

would like a home visit by Pastor Carnes. All requests are confidential. Thank you for your help.   
 

Birthday Blessings! Nila Wiley will celebrate a 90+ birthday in April. Her birthday is on April 30th, you 

can send cards to her at: 1200 Grubb Road, Palmyra, PA 17078. Happy birthday, Nila! 
 

HTY “Outside” Night is coming up FAST!! It is NEXT Sunday, May 3rd from 5 – 7:30pm in the 

Youth Group Room and outside. Finish off the HTY season with our final night of fun, faith, and 

fellowship! Meet in the Youth Group room at 5pm, and we’ll take it from there. Please dress to be outside 

for a while, if the weather is nice. Even if it is not nice, we will have HTY regardless, rain or shine!! 

BRING Friends!! 

 

New Livestream Media Console When we began livestreaming our services, the various components of 

equipment were “temporarily” placed on a folding table. After many, many years, we recently made a 

significant improvement by installing a custom-made media console. Designed to match the existing 

woodwork in the area, this new console beautifully integrates with its surroundings and subtly minimizes 

the visual presence of the equipment. We are deeply grateful to Elizabeth Stuart for using her talents in 

designing, sketching, and providing detailed measurements to ensure the media console would meet our 

mailto:htluth@comcast.net
mailto:htluth@comcast.net
mailto:pstpammy@verizon.net


16 

 

 

needs and fit seamlessly into the space. Thank you also to Kirk Sponaugle, and his team who faithfully 

operate the livestream, for his many gifts and design input. We extend our heartfelt appreciation to Beverly 

Sponaugle who shared her treasures through a bequest which covered the costs of this new media console.  

 

Please send articles and announcements for the Newsletter to Anita Housman, our Communications/IT 

Specialist. Please send articles to her at aahousman2@gmail.com.  She is always gathering announcements 

and articles for the monthly newsletter.  Just a reminder – submit articles for the newsletter by the 15th of 

the month. 

 

The Lutheran Camping Corporation of Central PA offers a wonderful variety of experiences for lovers 

of the outdoors at Nawakwa, Kirchenwald and The Wittel Farm.  Flyers are posted on the bulletin board 

in the narthex or you can go to: www.lutherancamping.org to learn more. Please see Rodney Gross for 

any questions you might have.   
 

Readers, Greeters, Flower Deliverers and Bakers for April and May are needed to greet people as 

they come into church and deliver flowers after the service on Sunday.  Readers are needed to read the 1st 

and 2nd reading and the Psalm and bakers are needed to provide sweet treats. The lists are available on the 

bulletin board. Please sign up today or contact the church office if you would like to volunteer.   
 

Many thanks for your generous donations! We continuously express our thanks to 

all for your faithfulness and generosity in giving which allows us to continue to operate 

valuable ministries and pay for the ongoing bills at Holy Trinity. The Simply Giving 

program offers automatic withdrawals from your bank account or charges to a credit 

card; donated through our website (htluth.org) by clicking on the ‘Give Now” button; 

donated by downloading the Mobile App “GivePlus Church” (be sure to select Ev. 

Lutheran Church of the Holy Trinity) or by taking a picture of the QR code. 

 

You are Welcome Here! 

 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church welcomes and affirms everyone seeking God’s love and grace, regardless 

of faith background, age, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, ability, size, 

class, immigration, or relationship status. We explicitly stand against hate and discrimination, as our 

Church community strives to continually grow and learn within the Body of Christ according to Christ’s 

teachings. We are committed to creating and maintaining a welcoming and safe environment for all 

people. 
Copyright and Livestream Permission Acknowledgments 

 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #708310-

A. All rights reserved. “Have No Fear, Little Flock” text: Marjorie Jillson, music: Heinz Werner Zimmerman 

© 1973 Concordia Publishing House, “Our Paschal Lamb, That Sets Us Free” music: Martin H. Franzmann 

© 1995 Augsburg Fortress, “Have No Fear, Little Flock” music: Michael Burkhardt © 1995 MorningStar 

Music Publishers, “All People That on Earth Do Dwell” arr.: Douglas Franks © 2009 Augsburg Fortress, 

“Have No Fear, Little Flock” arr.: Valerie Shields, Paul W. Hofreiter © 2009 Augsburg Fortress, “ Praise 

the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing” arr.: David P. Dahl © 2008 Augsburg Fortress, “Praise The Lord, Rise Up 

Rejoicing” arr.: Dale Wood © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House.   All reprinted by permission under One 

License #708310-A. All rights reserved. Lectionary prayers reprinted from SundaysandSeasons.com. 

Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License #23434. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by 

permission.  All rights reserved. 
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