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Our mission is to Worship, Grow, Witness and Share 

through Christ’s Love in Service to God and Neighbor. 

 

Hosanna! Blessed is the Lord Jesus! Let us worship together this Palm [Passion] Sunday.  We extend a 

special welcome to all visitors and encourage you to pick up a “Visitor’s Bag” on the stand in the narthex and 

sign the visitor’s register.  

 

All are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. We invite all people, as well as young 

children who are not yet receiving the Sacrament to come forward and receive a blessing. Please ask the Pastor 

if you need a gluten free option. At Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, the Sacrament of Holy Communion is 

celebrated in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions. Thus, we believe that the Body 

and Blood of Christ are truly present in the bread and wine. At his table Christ grants us forgiveness of sins, life, 

and salvation.  May your hearts be opened, and your lives made new by his gracious love. Please give your 

completed communion card to the usher during communion. 

 

Holy Communion distribution today: The usher will guide you down the center aisle. Prepackaged 

Communion elements with grape juice are available on the small table. If your preference is regular wine or non-

alcoholic wine, take a cup from the silver trays. Proceed to the Pastor to receive a wafer or have the prepackaged 

elements blessed. Proceed to the rail where there will be an assistant on either side with regular wine. There will 

also be one assistant with non-alcoholic wine. Stand or kneel as you are able and remain at the rail for as long as 

you desire.  

 

Communion Elements are available for “Live Stream” worship at home. Please contact the church office at 

717-533-2467 or by email at htluth@comcast.net to arrange to pick up elements or have them delivered to your 

home. 

 

Holy Trinity Staff 

 

Interim Pastor  ......................................................................... Rev. Jan Mills (pastorjanmills@gmail.com) 

Director of Music Ministries/Organist  ............................................... Alan L. Hair (hairlooms2@aol.com) 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries.............................................. Peter A. Fox (youthg@yahoo.com) 

Director of Faith Formation .........................................................Colleen Nielsen (NielsenC@mhs-pa.org) 

Administrative Assistant  ................................................................. Elizabeth Stuart (htluth@comcast.net) 

Property Manager.............................................................................. Karen Kline (karenhtlc@comcast.net) 

IT/Communication Specialist   ………………………………Anita Housman (aahousman2@gmail.com) 

Treasurer ………………………………………………...Stephanie Gross (stephaniegross@comcast.net) 

Giving Secretary  ......................................................................... Peg Huebner (peghuebner@comcast.net) 

Membership Secretary  .................................................................. Elizabeth Stuart (estuart@path1tv.com) 

 

Office Hours The office will be open this week Monday thru Thursday, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. To contact the church: 

Phone Number: 717-533-2467, Email Address: htluth@comcast.net; Holy Trinity website: htluth.org. In case 

of emergency please call the church office and follow the prompts for emergency contact information. 

 

 

You are Welcome Here! 

 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church welcomes and affirms everyone seeking God’s love and grace, regardless of 

faith background, age, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, ability, size, class, 

immigration, or relationship status. We explicitly stand against hate and discrimination, as our Church 

community strives to continually grow and learn within the Body of Christ according to Christ’s teachings. 

We are committed to creating and maintaining a welcoming and safe environment for all people. 
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        The Evangelical Lutheran Church 

of the Holy Trinity 
Cocoa and Granada Avenues 

Hershey, Pennsylvania 17033 

   (717) 533-2467 

 

 

 

Sunday, April 13, 2025 

Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
Today we follow Christ from triumphal entry to the cross, each waypoint of the journey marked by Jesus’ 

compassion for those who would betray, mock, accuse, or do violence to him. Though persecuted and beaten, 

Jesus the Son of God is not disgraced; instead, he asks forgiveness for those who put him to death. We have 

walked the Lenten pathway these forty days, each of us invited through baptism to “let the same mind be in you 

that was in Christ Jesus.” We enter this holy week accompanying Jesus to the cross with both grief and 

thanksgiving in our hearts, trusting in God’s redeeming love. 

 

GATHERING                                                                   The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Let us prepare for Worship. 

 

GATHERING PRELUDE: 
Hosanna! ...................................................................................................................................... Theodore Dubois 

Antiphonal Hosanna (Sanctuary Choir)  .......................................................................................... G. Alan Smith 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Congregation stands. 

 

GATHERING RITE WITH PALMS 

 

P: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

All: Hosanna in the highest. 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

 

P: Let us pray. Mercifully assist us, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the 

 contemplation of those mighty acts whereby you have given us life everlasting; through your Son,  

 Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen 

 

 P: The holy gospel according to Mark, the 11th chapter. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
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PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Luke 19:28-40 

 

Entrance into the final days 

28 After he had said this, [Jesus] went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 

  29 When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of 

the disciples, 30 saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that 

has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, 

‘The Lord needs it.’ ” 32 So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. 33 As they were 

untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34 They said, “The Lord needs 

it.” 35 Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36 As he 

rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. 37 As he was now approaching the path down from 

the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all 

the deeds of power that they had seen, 38 saying, 

 “Blessed is the king 

  who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 Peace in heaven, 

  and glory in the highest heaven!” 
39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” 40 He answered, “I 

tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.” 

 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

BLESSING OF THE PALMS 

 

All raise their palm branches. 

 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

P: Let us pray . . . We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. Today 

he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who spread garments 

and branches along his way. Bless these branches and those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow 

our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; 

through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

All: Amen 

 

P: Let us go forth in peace, 

All: in the name of Christ. Amen. 
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HYMN: All Glory, Laud, and Honor  ....................................................................................................... ELW 344 

 

Follow the cross as the procession passes by.  
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INVITATION TO PRAYER: 

 

P: As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and meditate on the 

salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray. 

 

 A brief silence is kept. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

 

P: Let us pray… Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ 

to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience 

to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

 

WORD             God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Christ Jesus Humbled Himself  

 
 

The Congregation sits. 
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THE PASSION OF OUR LORD, JESUS CHRIST, ACCORDING TO LUKE 

 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 22nd & 23rd chapters. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Refrain repeated throughout the reading: Jesus, Remember Me 

 

 
 

L: The gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Silence for reflection.  

 

The Congregation stands. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Now Behold the Lamb  ........................................................................................... ELW 341 

       
 

 

 (Continued) 
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The Congregation sits. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

P: Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

SHARING OF PEACE 

The presiding minister and the congregation greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

P:         The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

All:      And also with you.    

 

MEAL                                                                                           God feeds us with the presence of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Thank you for your generous support of our ministry at Holy Trinity. Offering can be placed in the Offering 

Plate at the entrance to worship or in the Offering Box on the table with the bulletins.   

 

TABLE SETTING SONG: Come to the Table .................................................................................. ELW 481 

             (Join in singing from the red ELW hymnal in the pew.) 

 

The congregation stands.  

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER:       

A: Let us pray . . .  Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts that we have 

gathered that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only with this holy food but with hunger 

for justice and peace. We pray this in your name. 

All: Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE  

 

P: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

  

P: Lift up your hearts. 

All: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 

 

P: ….And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

 

LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

        hallowed be thy name,   

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

        on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

    and forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

    and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

   forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

P: Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!  

 Happy are they who are called to his Supper. 

All:     Lord, I am not worthy to receive you but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
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The congregation sits.  

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

COMMUNION MUSIC:  

                             Drop, Drop Slow Tears (Sanctuary Choir) ........................................................... Orlando Gibbons 

                       For the Bread Which You Have Broken ........................................................................... ELW 494 

                              (Join in singing from the red ELW hymnal in the pew.)       

 

The Congregation stands.  

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

P: The body and blood of Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

All:  Amen. 

 

SENDING  God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

A: Let us pray . . . Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As grains of 

wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world; in the name of Jesus, the 

Bread of life. 

All: Amen. 
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BLESSING 

 

P: Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  
All: Amen. 

 

Our liturgy began with a triumphal entry today.  As we conclude worship, we do not recess in triumph as we 

are led into Holy Week where we contemplate the death and resurrection of Christ, our Lord. 

 

 

SENDING HYMN: Ride On, Ride On in Majesty! ..................................................................................... ELW 346 

 
 

DISMISSAL:  

 

A: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE: A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth ........................................................ Mark Sedio/Wayne Barlow 

 

 

FLOWERS AND BULLETIN IN THE CHURCH TODAY  

 

The bulletin is given by Kirk and Vicki Sponaugle. The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and for the 

beauty of the service by Deb Brooks. The altar flowers are also given in memory of our loved ones who have 

passed by Elizabeth Stuart and Alex Ball.  
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SERVING TODAY 

Presiding Minister:  ........................................................................................................................ Rev. Jan Mills 

Assisting Minister:  .......................................................................................................................... Donna Artley 

Voice of Jesus: ................................................................................................................................. Ross Buettner 

Narrator: ..................................................................................................................................... Danielle Mariano 

Narrator: ....................................................................................................................................... Elizabeth Stuart 

Communion Assistants: ............................................................................................... Jen Keeler and Joan Rizzo 

Crucifer:.............................................................................................................................................. Anna Keeler  

Torchbearers: ................................................................................................................. Kiva Fox and Grace Paul   

Banner:.............................................................................................................................................. Tess Mariano  

Livestream:   .................................................................................................................................. Kirk Sponaugle   

 

Dear Lord Jesus, When You walked upon this earth, You healed the sick, gave sight to the 

blind, caused the lame to walk, and raised the dead. Now we come to You on behalf of those 

who are in need today and pray that You would send them Your healing power. Hear our 

prayer for Your name’s sake.  Amen. 

 

                      PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH TODAY 

 

Prayer Concerns: Susan Bianchi, Jack Bishop, Lucy Campbell (daughter of Jacob and Sarah Campbell), Barbie 

(Hocker) Colestock (friend of Kendra Ruhl), Donna Dixon, Bill Fosnacht, Carol Longenecker, Terry 

Longenecker, Chip Murray, Sharon Murray, Wanda Oliver (friend of the Lechleitner’s), Julia Padgett, Tony 

Primerano (friend of Steve Shuey), Chris Ruff, Joyce Schroeder, Jaci Walters, Nicolle Zambrana (daughter of 

Marilyn Layman), and Ed Zaenglein.  

 

DAILY PRAYERS 

 

Roberta Anderson, Virginia Frank, Mike Hamilton (friend of Kendra Ruhl and Steve Shuey), Drew Herdson 

(friend of the Dunham’s), Dennis Lubold, Nancy Miller, Darrin Mineke (cousin of the Dunham’s), Ed Schaeffer, 

Pete Stone, Bob Warden (friend of Mary Ann Kelly), Melissa West (friend of Susan Bianchi), Vwawa 

Congregation of the Konde Diocese in Tanzania and all of our Homebound members. 

 

Members of Armed Forces and their families: Evan Briggs, Marshal Fox, Michael Kristian, Riley Litman, 

Tory Young 

 

We invite you to pray for all on our prayer list. Please contact the office by email at htluth@comcast.net or 

leave a message on the office phone (717-533-2467) if you have any changes to the prayer list.  

 

 

 

 

Many thanks for your generous donations! We continuously express our thanks to all 

for your faithfulness and generosity in giving which allows us to continue to operate 

valuable ministries and pay for the ongoing bills at Holy Trinity. The Simply Giving 

program offers automatic withdrawals from your bank account or charges to a credit 

card; donated through our website (htluth.org) by clicking on the ‘Give Now” button; 

donated by downloading the Mobile App “GivePlus Church” (be sure to select Ev. 

Lutheran Church of the Holy Trinity) or by taking a picture of the QR code.  Please 

contact the church if you have any questions about any of these methods. 
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