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In the Northern Hemisphere, December 21 is the longest night, the winter solstice, 

which means literally “standing still.”   It marks the shortest day of the year, the 

official start of winter, when the sun is the farthest distance from the earth.   Tradition 

says that nature and all her creatures stop and hold their breath to see if the sun will 

turn back from its wanderings in hope that the days will lengthen and the earth will 

once again feel the sun’s warmth.    

 

We gather tonight in the darkness of December and anticipate the coming again of 

the Light of the world, Jesus Christ.   As we worship, we celebrate the light of Christ 

that gives us hope.   The candles of the advent wreath will be lit during worship as 

we anticipate the birth of Christ and the coming of his light of love.   Candles are 

available for you to light in memory of lost loved ones or to represent your prayers 

for peace and comfort.    Please feel free to light the candles as you gather for worship, 

during the prelude or hymns, or as you come forward to share Holy Communion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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+   ORDER OF WORSHIP   + 

 

PRELUDE: Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel ............................................ Laura E. Wasson 

                  Come Now, O Prince of Peace ............................................ Anne Krentz Organ 

                  The King Shall Come  .......................................................... Anne Krentz Organ 

                  I Wonder As I Wander .............................................................. Lynette Maynard 

                 It Came Upon the Midnight Clear ............................................ Lynette Maynard 

                 Light Dawns on a Weary World ................................................. Nancy M. Raabe 

 

WELCOME 

 

The congregation stands.  

 

ADVENT DIALOGUE  
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CALL TO WORSHIP (from Isaiah 9)  

 

P: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;  

Those who lived in a land of deep darkness – on them a light has shined. 

 

All: For the yoke that was weighing upon them, and the burden upon their 

shoulders, thou hast broken in pieces O God, our Savior.  

 

HYMN:   Christ, Mighty Savior ............................................................................. ELW 560 

 

 
 

PRAYER 

 

P: Let us pray…Merciful God, in the stillness of our souls we listen for your voice to 

know that you are God.   Rekindle our faith and light the lamp of hope within our 

hearts.   Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give.   We pray 

in the name of Christ, your son, our Emmanuel, God with us. 

All: Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

CANDLE LIGHTING LITANY OF REMEMBRANCE AND THANKSGIVING 

 

Worshipers are invited to light candles in memory of loved ones or as prayers for peace 

and hope. 

 

P: We light the first candle to remember those whom we have loved  

and lost. We pause to remember their name, their face, their voice, and all the 

memories that binds them to us in this season. 

All: May God's eternal love surround us and them.  

 

(Pause for reflection as the first candle is lit.)  

 

P: We light the second candle to ask for help in the pain of loss; the loss of relationships, 

the loss of jobs, the loss of health.  We offer the pain of past and the pain of present 

to God, asking that we are able to recognize God’s grace and peace in our lives. 

All: Refresh, restore, renew us O God, and grant us your peace. 

 

(Pause for reflection as the second candle is lit.) 

 

P: We light the third candle to remember the kindness of others who help us during 

difficult or dark times in our lives.   We give thanks for all the kindness and words 

of support we have known. 

All: Help us recognize your loving presence around us, O God, to give us strength 

and courage whenever we feel alone, discouraged or afraid. 

 

(Pause for reflection as the third candle is lit.) 

 

P: We light the fourth candle to remember our faith and the gift of hope which the 

Christmas story offers to us.    We give thanks that nothing can separate us from 

the love of God, including any pain, suffering or even death. 

All: We give thanks for Jesus Christ, the babe in a manger, who shows the way, 

who brings the truth and who bears the light.  

 

(Pause for reflection as the fourth candle is lit.) 
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HYMN:  Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory .............................................................. ELW 561 
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SCRIPTURE READING:   ISAIAH 9:2–7 

 
 2The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

  those who lived in a land of deep darkness —  

  on them light has shined. 

 

  3You have multiplied the nation, 

  you have increased its joy; 

  they rejoice before you 

  as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 

   4For the yoke of their burden, 

  and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 

   5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

  and all the garments rolled in blood 

  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 

   6For a child has been born for us, 

  a son given to us; 

  authority rests upon his shoulders; 

  and he is named 

  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 

   7His authority shall grow continually, 

  and there shall be endless peace 

  for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

  He will establish and uphold it 

  with justice and with righteousness 

  from this time onward and forevermore. 

  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
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HYMN:  As the Dark Awaits the Dawn ................................................................. ELW 261 

 

 
 

 

SCRIPTURE READING:  ISAIAH 58:8-9 

 
8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 

 and your healing shall spring up quickly; 

 your vindicator shall go before you, 

 the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 

 
 9Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 

 you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 
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SCRIPTURE READING:  REVELATION 21:1-6 

 
1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth 

had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for 

her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

 "See, the home of God is among mortals.  

 He will dwell with them;  

 they will be his peoples,  

 and God himself will be with them;  

 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes.  

 Death will be no more;  

 mourning and crying and pain will be no more,  

 for the first things have passed away."  
5And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all things new." 

Also he said, "Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true." 6Then he said to 

me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the 

thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READING:   MATTHEW 11: 28-32 

 
28Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 

you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble 

in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden 

is light." 
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HYMN:  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  ......................................................... ELW 254 

 

 
 

 

SCRIPTURE READING:   JOHN 1:1-5, 10-14 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and 

without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was 

life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not overcome it.10He was in the world, and the world came into being 

through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and 

his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in 

his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood 

or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.14And the Word became 

flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only 

son, full of grace and truth. 
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HYMN:  Love Has Come  ...................................................................................... ELW 292 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

  

P:  Lord in your mercy, 

All:    Wait for the Lord (sung) 

 
 

TABLE SETTING SONG: Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence (Verses 1 & 2)  ........ ELW 490              
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DIALOGUE FOR HOLY COMMUNION 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

All: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

       and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

COMMUNION SONG: What Feast of Love  ............................................................ ELW 487 
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The congregation stands.  

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

P: The body and blood of Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

P: Let us pray . . . God for whom we wait; you come to us in the broken bread and the 

cup we share. Make us ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts and send us 

forth to be your people in the world, announcing your coming among us in Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

P: The holy Three in One, Almighty God, + Father, Son and Holy Spirit increase your 

hope, strengthen your faith, deepen your love, and grant you peace. 

All: Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

A: Go in Peace, remembering God is with us. 

All:   Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE: Silent Night ............................................................................... Fred Flowerday  
 

 

SERVING TONIGHT 

 

Assisting Minister:  .............................................................................................................. JoEllen Myers 

Communion Assistant: ......................................................................................................... Rodney Gross 

Reader:  .................................................................................................................................. Jane Ebersole 

Livestream:   ....................................................................................................................... Kirk Sponaugle  
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Christmas Eve Services 

Tuesday, December 24, 2024 

 

3 PM Christmas Eve Service with Holy Communion 

 2:45 PM Musical Prelude 

5 PM Family Service with Holy Communion and candle lighting 

4:45 PM Musical Prelude 

9 PM Festival Service of Holy Communion and candle lighting 

8:45 PM Musical Prelude 

 

 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license 

#708310-A. All rights reserved. “Christ, Mighty Savior” text. Tr. Alan McDougall/Anne LeCroy © 1982 

The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyright Company; music © 1984 Washington 

National Cathedral Music Program.  “Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory” text and music Marty Haugen © 

1987 GIA Publications, Inc.  “As the Dark Awaits the Dawn” text Susan Palo Cherwien, © Susan Palo 

Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress; music Carl F. Schalk © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. “Love Has 

Come” text Ken Bible © 1996 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music.  “Wait for the Lord” music Jacques Berthier 

© 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications, Inc.. “Lost in the Night” setting Anne Krentz 

Organ © 2013 Augsburg Fortress. “He Comes to Us as One Unknown” arr.: Anne Krentz Organ © 2000 

Augsburg Fortress. “As the Dark Awaits the Dawn” setting: Nancy M. Raabe © 2010 Augsburg Fortress. 

“In a Far-Off Place, Jesus Comes” text: Mary Louise Bringle, music: Sally Ann Morris © 2009 GIA 

Publications, Inc., “Christ, Mighty Savior” setting: Anne Krentz Organ © 1997 Augsburg Fortress, “In 

the Bleak Midwinter” setting: Lynette Maynard © 2005 Augsburg Fortress, “Silent Night” arr.: David 

Lanz,© 1994 Nara Music, Inc.. All reprinted with permission under OneLicense #708310-A. All rights 

reserved. Lectionary prayers reprinted from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg 

Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#23434. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission.  All 

rights reserved.  
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