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   Sunday, January 21, 2024 

     Third Sunday after Epiphany 

 

As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show us the implications of 

our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the good news and calling people 

to repentance right after John the Baptist is arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that John was 

later executed, we see at the very outset the cost of discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave everything 

they have known and worked for all their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people. 

 

Let us prepare for Worship. 

 

GATHERING                             The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

GATHERING PRELUDE: (text for reflection, ELW 675) 

O Christ, Our Light, O Radiance True............................................................. David Lasky/Aaron David Miller 

O Christ, Our Light, O Radiance True.......................................Johann Heermann/Gesangbuch, Nurnberg, 1676 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

☩ All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism. 

 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

 

P:  Holy One, source of our renewal, 

 

All:  we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. 

Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, 

forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
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P: Thus says our God: 

“The former things have come to pass 

and new things I now declare.” 

God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 

All:  Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN: Come, Beloved of the Maker  ............................................................................. ELW 306 

 

 
 

 

GREETING 

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P: Let us pray…. Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by 

your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

 

WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

 

The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence message: Nineveh will 

be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to 

get the reader to wrestle with the question “On whom should God have mercy?” 

 
1The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and 

proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of 

the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the 

city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the 

people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 

 10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the 
calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

 

 

Psalm 62:5-12 (Congregation sings the refrain and bold verses.) 

 

Refrain: 

 

 
Verse: 

 
   
5For God alone I | wait in silence; 
  truly, my hope | is in God. 

 6God alone is my rock and | my salvation, 

  my stronghold, so that I shall nev- | er be shaken. 

 7In God is my deliverance | and my honor; 

  God is my strong rock | and my refuge. 

 8Put your trust in God al- | ways, O people, 

  pour out your hearts before the one who | is our refuge. R 

 9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate can- | not be trusted. 

  Placed on the scales together they weigh even less | than a breath. 
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10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no | empty pride; 

  though wealth increase, set not your | heart upon it. 

 11God has spoken once, twice | have I heard it, 

  that power be- | longs to God. 

 12Steadfast love belongs to | you, O Lord, 

  for you repay all according | to their deeds. R 

 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

 

Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, however, want Christians to 

live in the present in fervent anticipation of God’s future, which even now has dawned through the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 
29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who have wives be as 

though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as 

though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal 

with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 

 

P: Word of God, word of life. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:     

 

Refrain: 

 
Verse: 

 
 

The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God | has come near;* repent, and believe in | the good 
news. (Mark 1:15) 

 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 1st chapter.  

All:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
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Gospel: Mark 1:14-20 

 

Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the gospel” or good news 

from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will respond with repentance and faith. 

 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, “The 

time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 

 

 16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—

for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 18And 
immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee 

and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their 

father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him. 

 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Light Shone in Darkness………………………………………………… ELW 307 
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APOSTLES' CREED  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,      

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

P:      God of grace, 

All:   Receive our prayer. 

 

MEAL  God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

  

SHARING OF PEACE 

 

The presiding minister and the congregation greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

 

P:         The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

All:      And also with you.    

 

Thank you for your generous support of our ministry at Holy Trinity. Offering can be placed in the Offering Plate 

at the entrance to worship or in the Offering Box on the table with the bulletins.   

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER:  

      

A: Let us pray . . .  Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In bread and cup you 

open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek and follow your Son, Jesus, in 

whose name we pray. 

All: Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE  

 
 

PREFACE 

……..And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
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LORD'S PRAYER  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

        hallowed be thy name,  

    thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

        on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

    and forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

    and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

   forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

P: We find God’s abundant life for us in this meal. 

All: Thanks be to God.  

 

COMMUNION SONG

 
 

COMMUNION MUSIC:  

Christ, Be Our Light (Join in singing from the red ELW hymnal in the pew.) ........................... ELW 715 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

P: The body and blood of Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

All: Amen. 
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SENDING  God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

A: Let us pray… Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 

All: Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

 

P: God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,  

who rejoices over you, and who calls you by name, 

☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN: Go, Make Disciples  ................................................................................................ ELW 540

 

DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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POSTLUDE: Go, Make Disciples ................................................................... Arron David Miller/Mark Albrecht 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS AND BULLETIN IN THE CHURCH TODAY 

 

The bulletin is given in honor of Janice Geiling’s 101st birthday from her family. 

 

SERVING TODAY 

 

Assisting Minister:  ...................................................................................................................... Kurt Nielsen 
Communion Assistants: .......................................................................... Rodney Gross and Charis Mincavage 

Livestream:   ........................................................................................................................... Kirk Sponaugle 

Reader: ..................................................................................................................................... Susan Bianchi 

Torch Bearers and Crucifer: ………………………..……..……….Maddy Gniady, Anna Keeler, Else Nielsen 

 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, When You walked upon this earth, You healed the sick, gave sight to the 

blind, caused the lame to walk, and raised the dead. Now we come to You on behalf of those 

who are in need today and pray that You would send them Your healing power. Hear our prayer 

for Your name’s sake.  Amen. 

 

                     PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH TODAY 

  

 

Prayer Concerns: Roberta Anderson, Bob Bettleyon, Jim Bomberger (friend of Jim and Peg Huebner), Dennis 

Buchanan (Mary Ann Kelly’s cousin), Kinleigh Connelly (friend of the Eby family), Donna Dixon, Theo 

Epitropoulos, Suzy Epler, Janice Geiling, Lee Geiling (Bobbie Brehm’s brother), Bonnie Hess (friend of the 

Weavers), Glenn Hoffa, Ben Housman (husband of Anita Housman), Mary Huebner, Ruth Knol, Anita Lodes, 

Audrey Mann, Nancy Miller, Chip Murray, Sharon Murray, Linda Ott, Dona Pastuck, Ed Peterson, Tom Rieger, 

Bob Sibert, Michelle Spaeder (friend of Karen Kline), Pete Stone, Bob Warden (friend of Mary Ann Kelly), Mike 

Welty. 
 

DAILY PRAYERS 

 

Alex Chubb, Elaine Chubb, Kelly D’Adderio (cousin of Naomi and Whitney Powell), Jerry Fickling (friend of 

Karen Kline), Virginia Frank, Rosa Vena Homisak (Bob Homisak’s mother), Dennis Lubold, Ken Milliken,  

Tookie Peterson, Ed Schaeffer, Lyndel Strickler (neighbor of Ruth and Jack Knol), Irene Turzai, Melissa West 

(friend of Susan Bianchi), Vwawa Congregation of the Konde Diocese in Tanzania and all of our Homebound 

members. 

 

Members of Armed Forces and their families: Evan Briggs, Marshal Fox, Michael Kristian, Riley Litman, 

Patrick Stewart, Tory Young 
 

We invite you to pray for all on our prayer list. Please contact the office by email at htluth@comcast.net or 

leave a message on the office phone (717-533-2467) if you have any changes to the prayer list.  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:htluth@comcast.net
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church welcomes and affirms everyone seeking God’s love and grace, regardless of 

faith background, age, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, ability, size, class, 

immigration, or relationship status. We explicitly stand against hate and discrimination, as our Church 

community strives for racial equity and to continually grow and learn within the Body of Christ according to 

Christ’s teachings. We are committed to creating and maintaining a welcoming and safe environment for all 

people.  

 


