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      Sunday, January 29, 2023 

           Fourth Sunday after Epiphany  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly 

with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, they are the 

poor, the meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those who hunger for 

righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and calling in this countercultural way of living and 

serving. 

 

PRELUDE: What Does the Lord Require of You? (ACS 1057) ............................................................. Jim Strathdee 

                 Beauty for Brokenness ................................................................................................. Graham Kendrick 

                 Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart! ............................................................................................ Robert A. Hobby  
 

GATHERING                             The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

Let us prepare for Worship 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

☩ All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism. 

 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P:  Holy One, source of our renewal, 

All:  we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. 

Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, 

forgive us, 

that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
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P: Thus says our God: 

“The former things have come to pass 

and new things I now declare.” 

God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior 

All:  Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING HYMN: Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!  ..................................................................................... ELW 873 

 

 
 

 

GREETING 

 

P:         The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with   

             you all.  

 

All:      And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P: Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. 

Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and 

deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

All: Amen. 

 

WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8 

With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit against Israel. God has 

“wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect lavish sacrifices to attempt to 

earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly 

in God’s service. 

 

 1Hear what the LORD says: 

  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 

  and let the hills hear your voice. 
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 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, 

  and you enduring foundations of the earth; 

 for the LORD has a controversy with his people, 

  and he will contend with Israel. 

 

 3“O my people, what have I done to you? 

  In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 

 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 

  and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 

 and I sent before you Moses, 

  Aaron, and Miriam. 

 5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 

  what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 

 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 

  that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 

 

 6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 

  and bow myself before God on high? 

 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

  with calves a year old? 

 7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

  with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

 8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

  and what does the LORD require of you 

 but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

  and to walk humbly with your God? 

PSALM 15 

 1LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 

  Who may abide upon your holy hill? 

 2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 

  who speak the truth from their heart;  

 3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; 

  they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 

 4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LORD. 

  They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 

 5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent. 

  Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.  
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SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross seems stupid and offensive. 

Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work power and salvation through weakness, 

rejection, and suffering. Hence the message of the cross becomes true wisdom and power for believers. 

 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 

power of God. 19For it is written,  

 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 

foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 

wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews 

demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 

foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and 

the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than 

human strength. 

 26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many 

were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 

God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, 

things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 30He 

is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and 

sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

 

P: Word of God, word of life. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  

 

Refrain: 

 

Verse: 

 

Alleluia. Rejoice | and be glad,* for your reward is | great in heaven. Alleluia. (Matt. 5:12) 

 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 5th chapter.  

All:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
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Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 

Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of God. 

 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2Then 

he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on 

my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 

prophets who were before you.” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending …………………………………………ELW 678 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Please respond after each petition.) 

 

P:   Merciful God,  

All:   receive our prayer.  

 

MEAL  God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.  
  

SHARING OF PEACE 

The presiding minister and the congregation greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

 

P:         The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

All:      And also with you.    

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER:       

A: Let us pray . . .  Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as  

people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 

All: Amen. 

 

  



 

9 

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE  

 

P:  The Lord be with you.  

All:  And also with you.  

 

P:  Lift up your hearts.  

All:  We lift them to the Lord.  

 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

PREFACE 

P: ….And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

        hallowed be thy name,  

    thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

        on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

    and forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

    and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

   forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: We find God’s abundant life for us in this meal. 

All: Thanks be to God.  

 

COMMUNION SONG 

 

 
 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC: Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ (ELW 674)  .................................. Anne Krentz Organ  

  
COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: The body and blood of Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

 

SENDING  God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

A: Let us pray…Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 

All: Amen. 

BLESSING 

P: God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,  

who rejoices over you, and who calls you by name, 

☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever. 

All: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN: To Be Your Presence  ................................................................................................... ELW 546  

 

 

DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE: ENGELBERG (To Be Your Presence) ................................................................................ Dale Wood  

FLOWERS IN THE CHURCH 

 

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God and the beauty of our service in memory of loved ones by the 

Stine family.   

SERVING TODAY 

Reader:  ......................................................................................................................................... Dennis Phillippy    

Assisting Minister: .............................................................................................................................. Kurt Nielsen  

Livestream:   ................................................................................................................................... Kirk Sponaugle 

Acolytes:   ............................................................................................................ Jackson Kipp and Sydney Keeler  

 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, 

 When You walked upon this earth, You healed the sick, gave sight to the blind, caused  

 the lame to walk, and raised the dead. Now we come to You on behalf of those who  

 are in need today and pray that You would send them Your healing power. 

          Hear our prayer for Your name’s sake. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH TODAY 

Bereaved:  The family of Deacon Leanne Elliott  

         The family of Donald Uhazie (Dotty Kieffer’s brother) 

 

Prayer Concerns: Kay Baker (Shirley Hess’ sister), Bob Bettleyon, Jim Bomberger (friend of Jim and Peg 

Huebner), Dennis Buchanan (Mary Ann Kelly’s cousin), Fran Buchanan (Mary Ann Kelly’s cousin), Ray 

Cameron, Donna Dixon, David Ehrhart, Jerry Fickling (friend of Karen Kline), Wally Foulkrod, Janice 

Geiling, Lois Haines (Pat Rhine’s mother) Shirley Hess, Glenn Hoffa,  Diane Holubek (friend of Mary 

Ann Kelly), Doug Hoover, Jane Hoover, Dean Huebner, Mary Huebner, Carl Litman, (friend of Eric and 

Jenn Kipp), Bill Mariano (Mark Mariano’s father), Bill and Laura McEwen (cousins of Susan Bianchi), 

Nancy Miller, Steve Miller (friend of Steve Shuey), Chip Murray, Matthew Nolan, Dona Pastuck, Tom 

Reiger, Val Rowe (friend of JoEllen Myers), Kathy Rudisill, Ed Schaeffer, Margaret Sherrick (friend of 

Susan Bianchi), Bob Sibert, Barb Walker (Derek Dunham’s cousin), Bob Warden (friend of Mary Ann 

Kelly), Mike Welty, Don Yerger (Pastor Brommer’s brother). 

 

DAILY PRAYERS 

 

Nevayah Almodovar (Cara Gray’s granddaughter), Alex Chubb, Elaine Chubb, James Douglas, Shirley 

Espenshade, Virginia Frank, Rosa Vena Homisak (Bob Homisak’s mother), Courtney Kryston, Dennis Lubold, 

Stacy Lubold, Tom Luttrell, Thelma Milliken (Ruth Milliken’s mother-in-law), Sharon Murray, Jeff Myers, 

Barbara Snyder, Dianne Stott, Marilyn Udell, Nancy Van Kirk, Vwawa Congregation of the Konde Diocese in 

Tanzania and all of our Homebound members. 

 

Members of Armed Forces and their families: Evan Briggs, Marshal Fox, Michael Kristian, Riley Litman, 

Patrick Stewart, Tory Young 

 

We invite you to pray for all on our prayer list. Please contact the office by email at htluth@comcast.net or 

leave a message on the office phone (717-533-2467) if you have any changes to the prayer list. 
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GIA Publications, Inc. “What does the Lord Require of You?” text and music Jim Strathdee © 1986 Desert 
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Us Talents and Tongues Employ” Arr. Anne Krentz Organ © 1998 Augsburg Fortress. “Engelberg” arr. Dale 
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church welcomes and affirms everyone seeking God’s love and grace, regardless of faith 

background, age, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, ability, size, class, immigration, or 

relationship status. We explicitly stand against hate and discrimination, as our Church community strives to continually 

grow and learn within the Body of Christ according to Christ’s teachings. We are committed to creating and maintaining 

a welcoming and safe environment for all people. 
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